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This report was prepared for Fort 
Washakie Schools in partnership with 
Doya Natsu Healing Center and Allyson 
Kelley & Associates PLLC. Information 
contained in this report was created, 
curated, and presented for the good of 
all- to live a good life and to be inspired 
by young people, culture, and community 
that heals.
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Gathering our People at  
MANIKIT BOZHAN DAVAY  

(Five Buffalo Days)
May 4, 2026
Buffalo camp visit and harvest for 4th-12th 
Graders, PK-3rd Graders participate in cultur-
al activities at Fort Washakie School

May 5, 2026
Cultural activities for 4th-12th Graders, 
frybread demo contest, DOSA distribution, 
DOSA cough drop making, National MMIW 
Awareness Day Walk

May 6, 2026
Fashion Show K-8th Graders, Fort Washakie 
Campus Parade

May 7, 2026
Outdoor expo at Fort Washakie High School, 
Museum display at Fort Washakie 

May 8, 2026
Fort Washakie School social powwow 
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"My early memories of 5 Buffalo days was my grandma 
rushing around the house...gathering dishes and supplies 
just to jump in to help. The community effort was a lot 
different with that generation of people."  
- Randy Nagitsy, 2026 Indian Relay Podcast 
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We use a two-eyed seeing approach to document 

what is happening, 

what we are learning in our community, 

and what still needs to be done.

Indigenous 
Science

•	 Subjectivity
•	 Holistic- for the 

benefit of Eastern 
Shoshone people 
place

•	 Respect for all 
things

•	 Sovereignty
•	 Place based
•	 Fluid

Western Science

•	 Objectivity
•	 Individualistic & 

reductionist
•	 Respect based on 

conditions
•	 Scientific Method
•	 Dependence
•	 Discipline Based
•	 Time Limited

TW

O-EYED SEEING
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Making new friends 23%

Feeling Good about Self 39%

Food Provided 39%

Laughing with others 44%

Games offered 83%

Elementary 
Student Survey 
Results 

66 elementary school students 
completed the survey about 
their experiences with the “Five 
Buffalo Days” event hosted by 
Fort Washakie Schools. Students 
ranged in age from 6 to 11, 
representing Kindergarten to 
5th grades; most students were 
3rd (38%) and 4th (35%) graders. 
All but one student reported 
being American Indian; Tribes 
represented included Northern 
Arapaho, Eastern Shoshone, 
Cheyenne, Blackfoot, Lakota, and 
Sioux.

Elementary Students’  
Favorite Activities
 
*32% of students reported additional favorite activities, 
including “Hiding the Buffalo,” playing other games, and 
playing sports with friends.

We asked students to complete a survey about the event using Qualtrics, an online survey platform. 
Here is what they shared. Elementary Students Enjoyed Events

Among the events offered this week for the elementary school, students were asked if they 
enjoyed the following events (yes/no). The Fort Washakie School Social Pow Wow had 38 
students (58% of total responses) report that they enjoyed this event. The Outdoor Expo (56%) 
and Cultural Activities (50%) closely followed this.
        FWS Social Pow Wow = 38 (58%)
        Outdoor Expo = 37 (56%)
        Cultural Activities = 33 (50%)
        Fashion Show = 27 (41%)
        Museum Display = 26 (39%)
        Buffalo Camp = 23 (35%)
        Buffalo Jump = 6 (10%)
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Elementary Students Learned

Elementary school students were also asked what they 
learned during the Five Buffalo Days week of events. 
Most students (88%) reported learning about their 
culture and learning about their health (85%). They also 
reported learning about their spirit, their strengths, and 
healthy choices (79%).

88%

79%

Learned about 
their culture.

Learned about 
their spirit, 
strengths, and 
healthy choices.

85%
Learned about 
their health.

Elementary Students Will 
Remember
Elementary school students were asked to report 
what they will remember most about this week of 
events. This item was open-ended and students 
typed in their most memorable moments. The 
most popular responses included experiences with 
the Buffalo (11).

“I learned how they cut 
the skin off the buffalo and 

harvested it”

“I touched the buffalo’s 
heart.”

“I felt joy 
because everyone 

was kind and happy and we 
played games. I liked the 

field trip."

 “About all of the fun and 
laughter and greatness I felt 

and how amazing it was and I will truly 
remember every activity and games and real 

fun! I will never forget those amazing 
days in the summer.”

Students reported that they would also 
most likely remember the Pow Wow (10) 
noting they would remember “Dancing at 
the Pow Wow,” and “learning about drums.” 
Similarly, students mentioned that the 
Outdoor Expo (10) was most memorable, 
noting “I will remember the baskets, games, 
and the outdoor expo,” “I will not forget 
about the Expo and the projects and the 

parade,” and they liked the “outdoor 
expo and making frybread.” Some 
students noted that they will 
remember the joy and fun they 
had at the Five Buffalo Days (9). 
Students also reported additional 
memories including learning about 
Native Culture (8), the food (7), 
the Fashion Show (6), activities 

and games provided (5), and 
learning about health and 

medicine (3).
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56% 
reported having 

very good or excellent 
spiritual health

57% 
reported having 

very good or excellent 
emotional health

72% 
reported having very 

good or excellent 
mental wellness

44% 
reported having 

very good or 
excellent 
physical  

wellness

Fort Washakie 
Community Member 
Survey Results1 

32 community members (ranging in age 
from 24 to 73) completed the survey 
about their experiences with the Five 
Buffalo Days event hosted by Fort 
Washakie Schools. 

Community Member 
Wellbeing 

Using the Medicine Wheel domains, these 
community members were asked to rate their 
overall level of health (rated poor, fair, good, 
very good, excellent):

Community Member 
Event Ratings

Community members were also 
asked to rate the various events 
from the Five Buffalo Days week 
of events (rated poor, average, 
excellent, or not applicable). These 
are the number of participants 
who rated the event as "Excellent."
    

89%  
Cultural Activities

Attended by 27

81%  
MMIP/MMIR 
Awareness 

Walk
Attended by 26

84%  
outdoor expo
Attended by 25

88%  
fws Social pow 

wow
Attended by 24

88%  
fashion show
Attended by 24

77%  
museum display

Attended by 22

80%  
Buffalo Camp
Attended by 15

70%  
Buffalo jump
Attended by 10
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Community Member 
Cultural Connections

Community members were asked about their 
cultural connectedness, rating how much they 
agreed with provided statements (strongly agree, 
somewhat agree, neither agree nor disagree, 
somewhat disagree, strongly disagree). 
The following percentages 
represent community 
members who agreed 
(strongly or somewhat) 
with each statement:

I 
have 
spent time 
trying to find out 
more about being Native 
(such as its history, 
traditions and 
customs). 

I have a 
strong sense of 
belonging to my Native 
community. 

When 
I need to 
make a decision 
about something, I look 
to my culture for help. 

 75%

 66%

 66%

 63%

I have 
talked to other 

people in order to learn 
more about being 

Native.

I feel a strong 
connection to my 

ancestors. 

 78%

I have a 
traditional person, 
Elder, or Clan Mother 
who I talk to. 

When I 
am physically ill, I 
look to my culture 
for help. 

 59%

 56%

 47%

When I am 
overwhelmed with 

my emotions, I look to 
my Native culture 

for help.
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Community Member’s Favorite Things 
About the Week

Community members were asked to report on their favorite part of attending the Five 
Buffalo Days events this week. Responses were open-ended and included a number of 
themes. Two top themes emerged as favorite parts of the week for community members.

First, community members reported that student engagement (9) with the weeks’ events 
were their favorite part. They noted, “The students were highly engaged throughout 
the week, showing a strong eagerness to learn more about their culture and interact 
with the presenters. I noticed that many of the kids dressed up throughout the week. 
they seemed to really enjoy the fashion show; it was adorable to see them so eager to 
be models. They also looked like they had a great time participating in their powwow. 
Additionally, it was wonderful to see the kids’ drum group, which was truly amazing, and 
to see the next generation of drum singers.” 

Community members also stated that the Pow Wow (9) was their favorite part of 
attending this week- “The social Powwow was cute; it was so fun seeing them go out 
there to dance, regardless of whether they had regalia on or not. As well as seeing 
the next generation of drum group singers, it was so amazing to see these kids sing.” 
Community members also said that they enjoyed the Fashion Show (6), the planning of 
the events (5), and the Buffalo harvesting (3). 



 Fo
rt 

Wa
sh

ak
ie 

Sch
ool

/ 
M

AN
IK

IT
 B

OZ
HA

N 
DA

VA
Y 

/F
ive

 Bu
ffa

lo 
Da

ys
 

20  

 Fort Washakie School/ M
ANIKIT BOZHAN DAVAY /Five Buffalo Days 

21  

Community Members Want 
to Learn More

Community members were asked what they would like 
to learn more about at future events. The most popular 
response included learning more about traditional culture 
and teachings (6) including traditional foods, Native 
culture, social dances, music, and homemade items. 
Responses also included learning more about medicinal 
plants, Native medicine, and herbs (5), more about Native 
Languages (4), providing more opportunities for children to 
learn about their culture (4), and learning more about the 
Buffalo (2). Two additional responses requested having the 
lower elementary school grades participate in the Buffalo 
Ranch and learning more “how students can be involved 
with more community activities outside of school.”
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Community Member Recommendations

Community members were asked if they had any suggestions for how this event 
could have been a better experience for them. A number of community members 
reported that this event was wonderful (4), and they “wished we could have more 
events throughout the year.” The most notable suggestion involved the scheduling 
of events (8). Community members stated that the event could have benefited 
from having more time for the sessions, and having more time to do rotations, as 
it “felt a bit rushed.” They also noted that the event should occur at the end of 
the school year, as many students treated it like the final week of school and have 
subsequently “stopped working or coming to school.” Suggestions regarding the 
logistics (5) of the events included involving the younger students with the Buffalo 
events, allowing all grades to make cough drops, shortening the Fashion Show 
(“it was difficult to help the Littles maintain their behavior and focus the whole 
time”), and closing the gate during the parade to prevent cars from entering during 
the event. Additional suggestions included better communication in advance, 
considering a new location for the parade (“so the elders can enjoy watching the 
kids”), and having “more community involvement.” One participant also commented 
that there were a few “hiccups” regarding the demeanor of some of the staff and 
students during the event and had hopes that next time would see improvements 
in attitudes and boundaries. 

Carrying the Wisdom Forward
The MANIKIT BOZHAN DAVAY honors the wisdom, teaching, and cultural practices of our ancestors, 
who walked on this Earth more than 12,000 years ago. Although many events have happened since 
this time, including mass relocation/reservations, cultural genocide, boarding schools, abuse, and forced 
assimilation, the Eastern Shoshone remain connected to their culture and land. The buffalo and culture 
continue to be cornerstones of their survival.

“When we are rooted in our homeland, 
culture, and traditions, we engage in positive 
connections to the environment and construct 
our futures where everyone matters.”

- Healing the Wind River Vision, 2020  
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Pre-Colonization

1863

1879

1868

1880

1887

1500s

1600s

1700

Eastern Shoshone lived on traditional homelands 
for more than 12,000 years.  The Eastern Shoshone 

originally inhabited areas spanning present-day 
Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, and Utah. 

Eastern Shoshone moved to Wyoming.

Horse riding integrated into culture; first contact 
with European settlers. Shoshone tribe lands were 
taken over by Spanish invaders. A Shoshone woman 
named Sacagawea, from a band of the Northern 
group called the Lemhi, joined the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. Sacagawea was married to a French-
Canadian fur trader, and on this expedition, she 
served as a guide and translator for Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark.

Eastern Shoshone signs first two 
treaties with the US government at 
Fort Bridger, Wyoming, protecting 
the Union Pacific Railroad.

First Native students attend Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania, 
the country’s first off-reservation boarding 
school designed to assimilate Native 
students.

Treaty of Fort Bridger established the 
Wind River Reservation, led by Chief 
Washakie.

Eastern Shoshone established in the region 
around the Wind River Basin, lifestyle 
integrated with the environment. Relied heavily 
on hunting, fishing, and foraging for sustenance. 
Bison is the cornerstone of diet and culture. 

our History

Boarding Schools begin on 
the Wind River Reservation.

Dawes Act divides Indian lands in 
reservations to individuals. 
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1892 1978

2006

2025

2026

1924

1968

1975

Boarding School opens near Fort Washakie, 
known as Gravy High, students report being 
beaten for speaking Shoshone. 

US Congress passes the Indian Citizenship 
Act, granting citizenship to all Native 
Americans born in the territorial 
limits of the country. 

Indian Civil Rights Act signed into law, 
granting Native American tribes benefits 
included in the Bill of Rights. 

American Indian Religious Freedom Act 
passes, grants Native Americans the 
right to use certain lands and controlled 
substances for religious ceremonies. 

National Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission Report details violence, 
suffering, and cultural genocide 
stemming from Boarding Schools. 

MANIKIT BOZHAN DAVAY (Five Buffalo 
Days) planning begins with the Wind 
River Tribal Buffalo Initiative (WRTBI), 
a formal planning group to support 
Fort Washakie Schools Office of Indian 
Education, Shoshone Coordinator, to 
reintroduce and reinvigorate the Five 
Buffalo Days event after several years. 

US Congress passes the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act.

o
u

r
 H
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r

y
MANIKIT BOZHAN DAVAY event 
occurs, May 4-8, 2026 

This report highlights the photos, people, places, culture, and messages (documented 
and inferred) of the event. Photos taken by the Office of Indian Education show the re-
silience and strengths of the Eastern Shoshone Tribe and the students at Fort Washakie 
School. Photos tell stories that words and numbers never will. Look at the photos first. 
What do you see? How do you feel? What do the faces and places tell you about the 
Fort Washakie people and culture that you did not know before reading this?

Note historical information from https://warmvalley.health/history and https://easternshoshone.org/about/ 
and https://www.wyohistory.org/encyclopedia/coming-wind-river-eastern-shoshone-treaties-1863-and-1868 
and https://www.wyohistory.org/blog/indian-boarding-schools-wind-river-and-pope
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Click here: https://bit.ly/42OtMxG

For more information 
about this report, 
please contact:

Randy Nagitsy, 
Office of Indian Education Coordinator at 
Fort Washakie School, 
rnagitsy@fortwashakieschool.com
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Scan here for all event photos:

Check out the Indian Relay Podcast 
interview about 5 Buffalo Days: 
https://indianrelaypodcast.com/
good-medicine-randy-nagitsy-on-
five-buffalo-days-culture-and-
community-responsibility/


